Background
Management of semi-natural grassland is expensive, and alternative, cheaper methods would be welcome. Currently, some recommend spring burning instead of the traditional methods of mowing or grazing. However, published results from controlled field tests are IFM Biology, Conservation Ecology Group, Linköping University & Dept of Crop Production Ecology, SLU, Uppsala g g , p lacking. We did a systematical search about spring burning for conservation management, and found one set of a dozen field trials that involved vegetation relevant for Swedish conditions. To evaluate them, we compared the occurrence of plant species indicators of good or lack of management in these trials, after 1, 7-8 and 14-15 spring burns (years), using odds ratios in meta-analysis. (years), using odds ratios in meta analysis.
Question: Could spring burning be an option to mowing or grazing?
Burning vs. grazing
Conservation implications
•Indicators of good management, 
